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Admissions
Will colleges decline a student admission based on immigration status?
No, colleges will not decline an application based on immigration status. However, some private 
schools will consider these applicants as international students.

Should a student write about his/her immigration status in the college essay?
There is no clear answer to this question. It is a decision the student needs to make on his/her own 
while weighing all pros and cons.

Are some schools friendlier to immigrant students than others?
Actually, with DACA, you could apply for a Work Authorization Number which allows you the 
opportunity to be employed legally in the U.S. More importantly, you want to prepare yourself for 
when the DREAM Act passes. No one can ever take your education away. No one can take away your 
self-empowerment.

Should a student select “international student” when he/she applies?
For all Texas public schools on Apply Texas students should NOT apply as international 
students; they should apply as ‘US Freshman’. However, when applying to private schools 
students should contact the institution to determine if they should apply as international or 
domestic incoming freshmen.

Why do students have to send everything through mail?
Students need to send the Affi davit of Intent to Become a Permanent Resident and the TASFA in the 
mail because colleges don’t currently have an online system to track these items.

Financial Aid

How much money is a student eligible for?
Undocumented students are eligible for grant funding from the State, and certain private loans. Refer 
to www.collegeforalltexans.com to identify the grants students qualify for.

Where sould students mail the TASFA?
DO NOT MAIL THE TASFA TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. Students should send a copy of the 
paper TASFA to the Financial Aid department at each school they are applying to.

Why does a student have to fi ll out the FAFSA if they are not eligible for federal funds?
Some schools prefer the paper FAFSA. Please refer to the school list on the back of the TASFA to fi nd 
out if the student’s school of choice uses the TASFA.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
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What if the student’s parents do not fi le taxes or are unwilling to do so?
Students whose families do not fi le an income tax return must contact each college or university 
for their non-tax fi ler form. This will likely fl ag their fi nancial aid application for additional review. 
Encourage students to check their email and each school’s fi nancial aid portal frequently to respond 
as soon as possible to any messages requiring additional information.

Can undocumented students participate in Work Study?
Undocumented students are not eligible for federal funding and therefore are ineligible for Federal 
Work Study. However, if a student has received a Work Authorization Card through DACA, they may 
be eligible to work at their school through State Work Study or Institutional Work Study programs. 
Students should consult with their college/university to see if they hire students on campus outside of 
the Federal Work Study Program.

If a student was approved for DACA, are they now eligible for federal funds?
No, DACA does not change a student’s elibility for federal aid. However, students are still eligible for 
State Financial Aid.

If a student goes to college out of state, will they be eligible for fi nancial aid?
Students may be eligible for institutional aid, but not for federal aid.

When should students turn in their fi nancial aid application?
State fi nancial aid funding is limited. Students should submit their application as soon as possible 
after January 1st.

What if the student has not lived in Texas for three years, can they still get in-state tuition?
Some students who have only been in Texas for one year may still be eligible for in-state tuition. 
Check with the college/university to see if the student meets any of the additional requirements 
based on the student’s visa status. If they don’t, they will not be eligible for State fi nancial aid; 
however, they could still be eligible for institutional aid. If the student has a strong high school record, 
you should encourage them to apply to competitive colleges and universities that provide aid for 
immigrant students. Lastly, you can also refer to the list of scholarships available to undocumented 
students as a source for additional aid.

What is an ITIN?
ITIN stands for Individual Taxpayer Identifi cation Number. This number allows individuals to comply 
with US tax laws.

What is a tax transcript?
A tax transcript serves as a receipt from the federal government; it is provided as proof that the 
government received an individual’s tax information.
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CHECKLIST FOR APPLYING TO COLLEGE

April of
Junior Year

TARGET 
COMPLETION DATE

OBJECTIVE DESCRIPTION

Register and take the 
SAT, ACT and/or TSI 
college admissions 
tests. 
www.collegeboard.com
www.actstudent.org

Obtain an Affi davit 
of Intent, sometimes 
referred to as the 
Residency Affi davit

Fill out the SB1528 
Affi davit of Intent 
(Residency Affi davit) 
and have it notarized.

Submit your application 
to each university 
before the deadline

Follow up with the 
universities to make 
sure all of your 
application materials 
were received and 
pending items were 
completed.

If applying to Texas 
public institutions, use 
the ApplyTexas online 
application even if you 
are not a U.S. citizen or 
permanent resident 
www.applytexas.org 

If you are applying 
outside of Texas or to 
private schools you will 
fi nd their application 
link on their websites.

The ACT and SAT are offered several times per year on Saturdays. Request 
that your scores be sent to the universities/colleges you are applying to. If 
you receive free or reduced lunch, ask your counselor for a fee waiver so 
you don’t have to pay for the test, should you be eligible. The TSI is likely 
available on your high school campus. Check with your counselor to make an 
appointment to take the assessment.

When fi lling out the Apply Texas application, make sure to print a copy of 
the affi davit. You will need one for each institution you are applying to. If you 
are applying to a private university, either ask your High School Counselor 
for it, or call the admissions offi ce, and explain that you are an SB1528 
student and will need an Affi davit of Intent. Note that some institutions will 
prefer that you use an Affi davit of Intent that they will provide to you on 
their institution letterhead.

The Notary Public will need to see a photo ID, like your school ID. DO 
NOT sign the form until you are with the Notary. You will need one original 
notarized form for each college you are applying to. This form will make you 
eligible to pay in-state tuition and receive state fi nancial aid.

Mail or upload the following supporting documents to the admissions offi ce 
of each institution:

a. Offi cial sealed high school transcript or electronic transcript/TREX
b. Application fee (or fee waiver)
c. Notarized Affi davit of Intent.
d. Essays, Resume, and Letters of Recommendation.
e. Ensure that your SAT, ACT, and/or TSI scores have been received.

Even if you or your counselor mail items to the universities you are applying 
to, they are not guaranteed to be received. It is YOUR responsibility to make 
sure everything they need is in their offi ce by the specifi ed deadlines. This 
includes housing applications, registration for orientation, among other 
things. Check the online portal; call or email the college admissions offi cers.

Applications are available on college’s websites and in their admissions 
offi ces. If you are considering a private institution, contact the admissions 
offi ce to see whether you can submit an online application. If fi lling out the 
Apply Texas Application: 

• When asked for a social security number, leave it blank. If you have an
SSN through DACA, do NOT use it for college applications, unless the
university tells you it is okay.

• When asked for visa information, answer accurately.
• Make sure you answer YES to the question that says “Have you resided in

Texas in the last 36 months of high school” if this is true for you.
• When asked if you are a legal Texas Resident, answer YES if you have

lived in Texas 12 months or more.
• If you are labeled an international student, you have done something

wrong! Go back and check your answers!

Sept/Oct of 
Senior Year

Sept/Oct of
Senior Year

Sept/Oct of
Senior Year

Sept/Oct of
Senior Year

Nov of
Senior Year
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Students can create an Apply Texas account at 
www.applytexas.org. Students will be asked some 
biographical information, including place of birth 
on the “My Account-My Profi le” page. Students 
should answer truthfully about their place of birth. 

Students will also be asked questions 
regarding their Citizenship Country and
Country of Legal Permanent Residence. 
Students should answer all questions honestly.

SAMPLE APPLY TEXAS APPLICATION WITH ANNOTATIONS
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Undocumented students should choose the 
“Freshman, U.S.” option from the dropdown 
menu. They are not applying as international 
students.

When students complete the “My Account-My Profi le” section, they are ready to move on to the 
“My Applications” portion. Have the student select “Start a New Blank Application”.



RGV FOCUS

10RESOURCE GUIDE FOR COLLEGE ACCESS: ADVISING DREAMERS IN THE RGV

Students should answer truthfully 
about their place of birth. 

Undocumented students should leave the 
Social Security Number box blank. They
should not enter a list of zeros, Xs, or enter 
their Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) Social Security Number, unless the 
college/university has specifi cally requested 
they do so. 

Social Security Number and Place of Birth
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Students should answer all questions about 
citizenship and visa status honestly.
Assure students that this information stays 
with the college admissions offi ce and that it 
is NOT shared with U.S. immigration offi ces. 

Question 8e is important. An undocumented 
student can establish Texas residency, and 
thereby qualify for in-state tuition and Texas 
grant funds, if he or she lived in Texas in 
the 36 months leading up to high school 
graduation. If a student meets this criteria, 
he or she should select “Yes” and submit 
a notarized Affi davit of Intent to Become a 
Permanent Resident, linked in question 8e. 
The Affi davit of Intent is discussed in further 
detail in the next section (pages 14-18).

Questions about Citizenship and Visa Status
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To claim Texas residency and qualify for in-
state tuition and Texas grant funds, students 
must have lived in Texas for 36 months leading 
up to high school graduation AND resided 
in Texas 12 months prior to enrollment in an 
institution of higher education.

Questions regarding the student’s Texas 
residency eligibility may be asked at a later 
point in the application process.

Residency Information
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Some institutions may include optional 
questions regarding the student’s immigration 
status. These questions are optional and 
therefore the student should not feel obligated 
to respond.

Many undocumented students are hesitant 
to list their employment. While it is ultimately 
the student’s choice of what to put down here, 
we have heard from many college admissions 
offi cers that it is in the student’s best interest 
to list their jobs. Again, it is good to remind 
students that the admissions offi ce WILL 
NOT share this information with the U.S. 
government.

Imigration Status and Employment Information
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AFFIDAVIT 

STATE OF TEXAS § 
§

COUNTY OF ________________ § 

Before me, the undersigned Notary Public, on this day personally appeared  

__________________________________________________________________,

known to me, who being by me duly sworn upon his/her oath, deposed and said: 

1. My name is ________________________________________________________.
I am _____ years of age and have personal knowledge of the facts stated herein and they 
are all true and correct. 

2. I graduated or will graduate from a Texas high school or received my GED certificate in 
Texas.

3. I resided in Texas for three years leading up to graduation from high school or receiving my 
GED certificate. 

4. I have resided or will have resided in Texas for the 12 months prior the census date of the 
semester in which I will enroll in _______________________________________________. 

(name of college) 

5. I have filed or will file an application to become a permanent resident at the earliest 
opportunity that I am eligible to do so. 

In witness whereof, this ____________day of __________________________, ____________. 

_________________________________________
(Signature)

_________________________________________
(Printed Name) 

_________________________________________
(Student I.D.#) 

_________________________________________
(Student Date of Birth) 

SUBCRIBED TO AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME, on the ___________________ day of 

________________________________________, ___________________________, to  

certify which witness my hand and official seal. 

__________________________________
Notary Public in and for the State of Texas

Student name needs to match 
in each highlighted section

Below is a sample of the Affi davit of Intent to Become a Permanent Resident. Note that some 
institutions also refer to this document as the Residency Affi davit. Students will need an original 
notarized copy for each institution they are applying to. Note also that some institutions may require 
students to fi ll in some supplemental documentation for their internal purposes.

Some institutions will prefer that students use an Affi davit of Intent that they will provide on their 
institutional letterhead. In the Rio Grande Valley, the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, South 
Texas College, and Texas Southmost College each have a unique Affi davit of Intent. Blank copies of 
these affi davits can be found in the pages that follow. Texas State Technical College in Harlingen 
uses the standard form provided by the state, found on page 15.

SAMPLE AFFIDAVIT OF INTENT TO BECOME
A PERMANENT RESIDENT
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CHECKLIST FOR APPLYING FOR STATE FINANCIAL AID

Sept of
Senior Year

TARGET
COMPLETION DATE

OBJECTIVE DESCRIPTION

Apply for Scholarships.

Register for selective 
service if you are a male 
over age 18.

Apply for fi nancial aid 
using TASFA forms as 
early as possible after 
Jan 1. Some institutions 
outside of the Rio Grande 
Valley may require you to 
submit a FAFSA.

Turn in additional fi nancial 
aid documents.

Follow up with the 
universities to make sure 
all of your application 
materials were received 
and pending items 
completed.

Request a Tax Transcript

Submit copies of Tax 
Transcripts to each 
college you apply to.

Make sure your parents 
apply for an Individual 
Taxpayer Identifi cation 
Number (ITIN) so they are 
prepared to fi le their taxes.

There are many scholarships available for undocumented students. 
Check with your counselor or High School Go Center for a listing.

All men living in the United States who are between the ages of 17 years 
and 3 months and 25 must be registered with the Selective Service, even 
if they don’t have a social security number. Most universities and colleges 
will not fi nalize fi nancial aid without proof of registration. Those without 
a social security number need to use a paper form. These are available at 
the post offi ce. You will need to fi ll out the card, sign it, stamp, and mail. A 
registration acknowledgment card will arrive in the mail about 30 to 90 days 
after a man sends in his registration card. Keep this document in a safe place 
as proof of registration. Most fi nancial aid offi ces will request a copy of your 
registration card. If you do not receive a card, or if you require a replacement 
acknowledgment card, please call Selective Service at 1-847-688-6888.

You will only be eligible for State fi nancial aid. Without a SSN you cannot 
complete the online FAFSA application. Find out from the list on the last 
pages of the TASFA application or the respective college or university’s 
fi nancial aid offi ce which application they prefer. You can obtain a paper 
TASFA through your high school counseling offi ce or online as a PDF 
document. Applications have to be printed out and completed on paper 
and turned in, in person, or via mail to the fi nancial aid offi ce of the 
institution. DO NOT MAIL to the FEDERAL GOVERNMENT!

Each school has different fi nancial aid requirements. Be sure you visit each 
school’s website and make sure you turn in all required documents.

It is YOUR responsibility to call the fi nancial aid offi ce and ensure they have 
all of the required documents.

Go to the IRS website to request this online. If it is not ready yet, continue 
checking each week, until it is available.
http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Order-a-Transcript or go by the local IRS 
Offi ce: 1810 Hale Ave., Harlingen, TX 78550, (956)-365-5185.

Submit a copy to every college fi nancial aid offi ce to complete your fi nancial 
aid application.

An ITIN is different from a social security number and allows your parents/
guardians to fi le their taxes each year. You will use these numbers when you 
apply for the TASFA. You may obtain an ITIN number through your nearest 
Social Security Administration Offi ce (Form W7) or a tax preparation agency.

Nov of
Senior Year

Sept-Nov
of Senior Year

Jan of
Senior Year

By end of Feb 
of Senior Year

By end of Feb 
of Senior Year

March of
Senior Year

March of 
Senior Year
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Sixteen (16) states currently have laws permitting certain undocumented students who have attended 
and graduated from their primary and secondary schools to pay the same tuition as their classmates 
at public institutions of higher education. Those states are California, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, 
Illinois, Kansas, Maryland, Minnesota, Nebraska, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Oregon, Texas, 
Utah, and Washington. Two additional states, Oklahoma and Rhode Island, allow in-state tuition rates to 
undocumented students through a Board of Regents decision. Five of these states allow state financial 
aid—California, Minnesota, New Mexico, Texas and Washington.

A majority of America’s undocumented immigrants live in these states, and several other states are 
considering a similar change. In many of the states that have already done so, support has been strongly 
bipartisan and the vote lopsided in favor of the bill.

States that allow
state fi nancial aid

States that admit
DREAMers

STATES WITH TUITION EQUITY BILLS3

3 The information in this section is from the National Immigration Law Center [https://www.nilc.org/statebillsedu.html]

States that allow
state fi nancial aid

States that admit
DREAMers

WA

TX

MN

NM

UT
CO

KS

NE
IL

FL

NY

CT

NJ

MD

CA

OR



47

RGV FOCUS

RGVFOCUS.ORG

Requirements of These Laws
To qualify, the states that have such laws generally 
require the students to have:

1. attended a school in that state for a certain
number of years;

2. graduated from high school in that state;
and

3. signed an affi davit stating that they have
either applied to legalize their status or will
do so as soon as eligible.

Intent and Impact of These Laws
These bills are primarily intended to help children 
of immigrants who were brought to the U.S. 
by their parents and work hard in school with 
the hope of going to college. Currently, public 
colleges and universities are inconsistent in their 
treatment of such students. A few schools deny 
them admission. If they are admitted, students in 
most states are charged out-of-state tuition, which 
is several times higher than the in-state tuition 
rate. They are not eligible for federal fi nancial 
aid, and the average income of parents of such 
students is low. Even those who are eligible for in-
state tuition almost always have to work full-time 
jobs throughout their college careers.
In the current context, very few of these students 
attend college. Experience in the states that 
have passed in-state tuition bills suggests that 
such legislation does not deprive the states of 
the revenue from large numbers of students who 
would otherwise pay out-of-state tuition. Rather, 
it raises the percentage of high school graduates 
who pursue a college degree.

Benefi ts to the State
According to experts in the states that have 
already passed this legislation, the cost of 
implementation has been negligible. In-state 
tuition is not the same as free tuition. It is a 
discount, but in fact the money paid by these 
students actually tends to increase school 
revenues because it represents income that would 
not otherwise be there.

The bottom line is that our economic future 
depends on educating these young people. We 
must raise the caliber of our workforce through 
higher education to have a chance to maintain 
a strong economy. Currently, only about 5 to 10 
percent of undocumented young people who 
graduate from high school go on to college, 
compared with about 75 percent of their 
classmates.

Fully Complies with Federal Law
Contrary to the claims of immigration 
restrictionists, federal law does not prohibit states 
from providing in-state tuition to undocumented 
immigrants. Such a prohibition would have been 
simple to write, but Congress declined to do 
so. Rather, section 505 of the Illegal Immigrant 
Reform and Immigrant Reconciliation Act of 
1996 (IIRIRA) prohibits states from providing any 
higher education benefi t based on residence to 
undocumented immigrants unless they provide 
the same benefi t to U.S. citizens in the same 
circumstances, regardless of their residence.

As discussed above, the states that provide in-
state tuition to students regardless of status have 
fully complied with this provision.
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SCHOLARSHIP RESOURCES

Because many scholarships require students have a social security number, it can be diffi cult for 
undocumented students to fi nd scholarships for which they are eligible. This scholarship list aims to help 
undocumented students fi nd the resources available to them by identifying scholarships that do not list 
citizenship/immigration status or a social security number as a requirement. Because scholarship details 
may have changed since information was last researched, please verify deadlines and requirements.

Hints for Applying to Scholarships
Institutional Scholarships: Students should apply to institutional scholarships because the majority of the 
merit scholarships at public universities are open to all students. Thus, institutional scholarships are not 
listed in this section.

Local, State, and National Scholarships: Usually, a student is most likely to receive a local scholarship 
because there are fewer students competing for the same award.

NOTE: Some scholarship application processes may require undocumented 
students to submit a Student Aid Report (SAR), available only through the FAFSA. 
Undocumented students should contact their institutional Financial Aid offi ce for 
guidance on obtaining a SAR.

Websites with up-to-date lists of scholarships for undocumented students:
• College Greenlight: http://www.collegegreenlight.com/blog/undocumented-student- scholarships- 
 any-fi eld-of-study/
• MALDEF: http://www.maldef.org/leadership/scholarships/
• Get Ready for College: http://www.getreadyforcollege.org/pdfGR/ScholarshipsUndocumented.pdf
• 10,000 Degrees: http://www.10000degrees.org/students/scholarships/undocumented- students/
• Choose Your Future: http://www.chooseyourfuture.org/college/undocumented-     
 students#scholarship

Scholarship opportunities for students with DACA:
• TheDream.US: http://www.thedream.us/
 Student must enroll in a partner college. In the Rio Grande Valley, South Texas College and
 The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley participate.
• Hispanic Scholarship Fund: https://hsf.net/en/scholarships/programs/
• Golden Door Scholars: http://www.goldendoorscholars.org/
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